Wangiella dermatitidis endocarditis in an intravenous drug user.
Wangiella dermatitidis is an infrequently encountered dematiacious fungus that usually causes localized infections of the skin and subcutaneous tissues. This report presents the first well-documented case of natural valve infection caused by this organism as it occurred in intravenous drug abuser. His course has been complicated by relapsing infection of two aortic prostheses and dissemination to the vertebral spine. Treatment with a combination of amphotericin B, rifampin, and ketoconazole has arrested the progression of his infection. The microbiologic features and existing clinical information regarding this fungus are reviewed and in vitro susceptibility data for the present isolate are presented.